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… to inspire and 
equip people of 
faith to exercis e 
s tewards hip of 
and love for 
all C reation.

Mission



Leah Wiste
Executive Director
Michigan IPL

• at Michigan IPL since 2013

• “climate change will impact us” 
🡪🡪 “climate destabilization is 
impacting us now…”

• Spiritually eclectic



Agenda
1. Exercise
2. Levers for Change
3. Sustainability Stories
4. Break!
5. Energy resources 
6. Fishbowl conversations + report back
7. Closing exercise + commitments



“Responding to the cry 
of the Earth is a top priority 

in our parish.”



“My congregation hears about 
Earth care from the pulpit.”



“I generally understand the 
opportunities for sustainability 

in my facility.”



“The main barrier to 
sustainability in our parish is… 

the lack of money.”



“The main barrier to 
sustainability in our parish is… 

getting people on board.”



Grounding in Gratitude
Take a moment of silence to feel into our gratitude for
Creation :

• “Some things I love about being alive on Earth are…”
• “A place that is magical to me is…”

Share at your table .

Notice : what does it feel like in your body?



Why gratitude?
In her book Active Hope, Joanna Macy says that 
Gratitude helps us:

• become aware of the abundance that is
• get out of scarcity mentality
• build a context of trust and psychological buoyancy 

that supports us to face difficult realities 



Levers for 
change:

3- legged 
stool 



Social/systemic 
change



Social/systemic 
change



Current opportunity: 
C ommunity s olar 

legis lation in Michigan

Social/systemic 
change



Spiritual/relational 
change

“… without a conversion of the spirit 
and trusting only technological 
advances, we will not witness an 
ecology that is truly human, an 
essential ecology at the service of 
Creation.”



Spiritual/relational 
change



Practical Changes:
Energy Improvements



• Late 1990s energy 
audit

• Weather stripping
• Boiler upgrade
• Replacing 

incandescent lights 
with CFLs

• 🡪🡪 $8,000 year in 
energy savings

• Used savings for 
solar and wind

• 🡪🡪 $20,000 annual 
savings

St. Elizabeth’s, Wyandotte



“On the day we installed [the 
s olar panels  and the wind 
turbine] , I felt exhilarated. I had 
written a bles s ing for s olar and 
wind power, and I went up on 
the roof with my ves tments  
and the holy water. At the 
exact moment the holy water 
hit the wind turbine, a gus t of 
wind blew and it s tarted 
turning, and the whole crowd 
gas ped.”

St. Elizabeth’s, Wyandotte



IHM Motherhouse, Monroe
• Completed 2003
• Geothermal heating 

and cooling system
• Graywater recycling 

system
• Restored original 

wood windows
• Interior materials and 

finishes are 
sustainable 

• Converted 5 acres of 
lawn to meadow and 
prairie



Sacred Heart Church, Detroit
• Green stormwater 

infrastructure (GSI) 
• 49% green credit on 

monthly drainage fee
• Captures 1.5 million 

gallons of stormwater
• Native plants absorb 

water and support 
pollinators

• Funds from The Nature 
Conservancy, Ralph C. 
Wilson, Jr. Fdn. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Green Stormwater at Detroit's Sacred Heart Church | TNC (nature.org) 



Madonna University, Livonia
• Geothermal 

heating and 
cooling

• Solar
• EV charging 

stations
• Water bottle 

filling stations
• Native plants



Gesu Catholic Church and School, Detroit
• 2018 solar project
• Raised $250K and got a 

matching funds from 
Ford and the UAW

• 4/10 students on the 
green team had 
asthma – clean air 
became a personal 
issue

• “To get things done, talk 
to anyone who will 
listen. Tell your story.” –
Anita Sevier, 
Development Director

Read their story: 
https://www.miipl.org/gesu_detroit_solar

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2021 Renewable Role Model Winner – Student-led solar at Gesu School (interfaithpowerandlight.org)

https://www.miipl.org/gesu_detroit_solar


St. Suzanne’s, Detroit
• GSI: rain and 

pollinator gardens
• Reduces monthly 

drainage charge
• funded by National 

Wildlife Federation, 
National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation

• Working on energy 
efficiency now!



Sacred Spaces

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtPpQ0mcP4Y


Take- aways
• Congregations and organizations all around you have been 

doing sustainability work for a long time – you have peers to 
learn from! 

• They are finding creative ways to pay for it (donations, 
grants, starting with small efficiency measures and 
reinvesting savings)

• Playing the long game pays off

• When in doubt, follow the nuns

• What else? (crowdsource)



“People are aware that they 
cannot continue in the same 
old way but are immobilized 
because they cannot imagine 
an alternative. We need a 
vision that recognizes that we 
are at one of the great turning 
points in human history when 
the survival of our planet and 
the restoration of our 
humanity require a great sea 
change in our ecological, 
economic, political, and 
spiritual values.”

- Grace Lee Boggs



Exercise: Envisioning 
sustainability at your 

congregation/org
• What would it feel like in your building/grounds?
• … smell like? … sound like? … look like? (details)
• What kind of ministries could it enable?

Silent reflection/writing + table discussion



Break



Resources

https://www.miipl.org/save -energy



Top easy steps

https://www.miipl.org/save -energy

1. Sign up for your utility’s free 
energy efficiency program (you 
can often participate once every 
few years) and get acquainted 
with their discounts and rebates

2. Lighting, weatherization (door 
sweeps, caulk) are great places to 
start

3. Boiler tune ups
4. Wifi thermostats





Financing



Solar Faithful



Solar Faithful
Benefits include:

● $0 upfront cos t 
● 10%  s avings  on the electric ity generated by the s olar panels
● Maintenance is  provided for 25 years

Join our webinar tomorrow to learn more!

Thursday, June 13 at 7pm

Register at miipl.org/events

http://miipl.org/events


Inflation Reduction Act
The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) can provide you with 30% or more back on 
specific project costs through the direct pay (also known as elective pay) 
program.  

Included in the IRA are rebates for:

● S olar projects  
● Backup battery s torage 
● Electric  Vehic le charging s tations  
● Geothermal Heat Pumps  
● Weatherization s uch as  ins ulation

More info at: https ://interfaithpowerandlight.org/federal- funding/

https://interfaithpowerandlight.org/federal-funding/


Federal Grants

https://www.whitehouse.gov/cleanenergy/open -funding -opportunities/



Federal Grants

● Unclear if individual parishes will be competitive, but 
opportunities at collective/diocese level

● Emphasize service to community, and meeting the needs 
of the most vulnerable

● Technical assistance is available
○ 5 Lakes Energy is one TA provider



2001
1 solar panel 
+ 1 small wind 

turbine

= 1.14 kW



2016
1,032 solar 

panels

378 kW



2016
solar at 5 

Felician sites

2,000 kW 
(2 MW)



Fishbowl Conversations
• Rob Rafson, Solar Faithful
• Todd O’Grady, Michigan Saves
• Steve Wasko, St. Suzanne’s
• Michael Edgar, Archdiocese of Detroit

Instructions:
✔Join a table, bas ed on your interes t
✔As k ques tions , lis ten in on the convers ations  others  are 

having, move around
✔Opportunity to get contact info



Closing Exercise:

1 thing you learned today

1 thing you need

1 action you will take in the next week
Writing + Table discussion + Report out



Thank you!

Leah Wiste
Michigan IPL

director@miipl.org
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