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EPA protects human health and life 
sustaining ecosystems…
supporting faith community teachings on 
stewardship of creation

ENERGY STAR provides:
• Portfolio Manager tool to baseline and track 

energy, water, and GHG emissions data
• Additional tools, training, and technical 

support
• National recognition for excellence in 

sustainability



Why focus on buildings and plants?

U.S. CO2 Emissions
] Buildings = 45%



30%

Why focus on buildings and plants? 
Typical 30% energy waste in buildings – including worship facilities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Buildings and plants use a lot of energy, but they don’t have to. For example, <CLICK> the average building wastes 30 percent of the energy it consumes because of inefficiencies.



Why focus on buildings and plants?

No-cost to low-cost savings potential 

10%

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Working with thousands of organizations over the past 30 years, we’ve shown that reductions of 10 percent or more in energy use can be possible with little or no cost.And if every building and plant in America reduced its energy use by just 10 percent, we’d save $40 billion and prevent greenhouse gas emissions equal to those from about 49 million vehicles.



ENERGY STAR impacts
• In 2020 alone, emissions reductions were equivalent to more than 5% of U.S. 

total greenhouse gas emissions.1,2

• Amounted to an estimated $7 - $17 billion in public health benefits
• Emissions reductions were equivalent to >5% of U.S. total greenhouse gas emissions.

• Estimated >$100 billion annual market value of ENERGY STAR product sales.
• Over 750,000 Americans employed in manufacturing/installing ENERGY STAR certified 

products -- about 35% of U.S. energy efficiency jobs.
• Since 1992, every $1 spent on ENERGY STAR produced about $350 in energy savings and 

resulted in $230 invested by businesses and households on energy efficient equipment and 
services.

Footnotes at https://www.energystar.gov/about/impacts

https://www.energystar.gov/about/impacts


Resources for Higher Education
Download Step Away from the 
Spreadsheet: A Guide to 
Sustainability Data 
Management Tools in Higher 
Education

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/resources-audience/colleges-universities
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/tools/StepAwayfromtheSpreadsheetWrittenGuide_TOC.pdf


Checklists for K-12 & Worship 
Facilities

• Facility Management & Benchmarking
• Lighting
• Building Envelope
• Water: Interior Hot and Cold
• Water: Exterior Savings
• HVAC
• Office Equipment/Plug Load
• Kitchen/Food Service Equipment
• Waste Reduction and Recycling
• EV Charging

Download the Checklist for Worship Facilities
Download the Checklist for K-12
Also available in Spanish.

https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/tools/ES_Checklist_Worship_Facilities_2023.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/tools-and-resources/energy-treasure-map-k-12-schools
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/tools-and-resources/mapa_del_tesoro_de_la_energia_lugares_de_culto


• 300,000+ buildings last year
• >2000 worship facilities

• Nearly 25% of all U.S. floorspace 

• 1,000 properties added daily

energystar.gov/buildings/benchmark

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Portfolio Manager is a secure online tool that thousands of organizations use to measure and track their buildings’ energy use, water use, waste, and greenhouse gas emissions. 

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/benchmark


1-100 ENERGY STAR Score in Portfolio 
Manager

One simple number understood by 
ALL stakeholders

75 or higher is eligible for 
certification

Available in Spanish in July 2024



Management Tool 
Track changes in energy, water, 
greenhouse gas emissions, and 
cost over time

Create custom reports

Apply for ENERGY STAR 
certification

Assess whole building 
energy and water 
consumption, plus waste

Track green power 
purchase

Share/report data with 
others

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Management Tool Assess whole building energy and water consumption, plus wasteTrack changes in energy, water, greenhouse gas emissions, and cost over timeTrack green power purchaseShare/report data with othersCreate custom reportsApply for ENERGY STAR certification



GHG 
emissions 
Indirect, 
direct, total, 
avoided

Energy use 
Source, site, 
weather 
normalized, 
demand

1-100 
ENERGY 
STAR score

Water use
Water use 
intensity, 
Water Score 
(for Multifamily)

Waste & 
Materials
Waste intensity, 
diversion rate

Hundreds of metrics, including:

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Portfolio Manager offers users literally hundreds of metrics. Among them are energy consumption, water consumption, greenhouse gas emissions, and the 1 – 100 ENERGY STAR score.



Standard and custom 
reports help 
leadership understand 
energy cost trends

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Portfolio Manager’s many reports allow insights into hundreds of metrics. Here is an example of a report that shows energy costs across a portfolio of buildings. All reports were designed to be shared with-–and understood by---others in your organization.



ENERGY STAR Training Center 
• Weekly live webinars

• 3-7 minute training videos on YouTube 

• Download step-by-step training guides, 
slides, and technical reference 
documents

• FAQs and Highly rated Help Desk

energystar.gov/training

https://www.energystar.gov/training


Worship facility certification

• 500 eligible worship facilities 
annually

• Currently 137 are certified
• 59 (43%) IN MICHIGAN thanks to MiIPL

• Data verified by a Licensed 
Professional Engineer or 
Registered Architect
• LP may be a congregational 

member, university staff 

Cost-Free Verification of ENERGY STAR Applications

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/resources-audience/licensed-professionals/cost-free-verification


Licensed Professional Finder
energystar.gov/buildings/lp_finder

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/lp_finder


New opportunity:
ENERGY STAR NextGen™ Certification

Available in September 2024 to existing 
commercial and multifamily buildings that 
model a combination of energy efficiency, 
electrification, and renewable energy. 

Learn more about EPA's proposed ENERGY STAR 
NextGen Certification

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.mail.energystar.gov%2F%3Fqs%3Dc3254e7bcee8bb5f84ca870c4c567f8408a5b27091c50cc47cc81bc03544a98dd3992d80f3739f5b2b1dd5b3510817df860c2da63ebb4481be96f2332b74a61b&data=05%7C01%7Czatz.michael%40epa.gov%7Cb1b2873c1b484cd5114908db4cb63675%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638188117712478582%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qjccy6U4xh%2BRakUnccAAHlzOYcHFNeWevgw2ywC7Ack%3D&reserved=0


ENERGY STAR NextGen Certification
1. Building must achieve 1–100 ENERGY STAR score of 75 or higher 

and meet all criteria associated with ENERGY STAR certification.

2. Building must obtain at least 30% of the total energy it consumes 
from renewable sources.

3. Building’s direct (i.e., onsite) GHG emissions intensity must be 
within a specified level, normalized for both the type of building and 
the climate/weather.



EPA and ENERGY STAR Resources

See All EPA Resources for Congregations

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/resources_topic/epa_small_business_congregation_resources


The links…

• ENERGY STAR Congregations homepage 
• ENERGY STAR Products
• EPA Supporting Healthy Houses of Worship Guide
• EPA WaterSense homepage
• EPA Stormwater Solutions for Congregations Guide
• EPA Reduce, Reuse, Recycle homepage
• EPA Sustainable Management of Food
• EPA Safer Choice Cleaning Products
• EPA Pollinator Protection

EPA and ENERGY STAR Resources

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/resources_audience/congregations
https://www.energystar.gov/products/products_list
https://www.epa.gov/education/supporting-healthy-houses-worship
https://www.epa.gov/watersense
https://www.epa.gov/nps/saving-rain-green-stormwater-solutions-congregations
https://www.epa.gov/recycle
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food
https://www.epa.gov/saferchoice
https://www.epa.gov/pollinator-protection


G uide T o Purchas ing G reen Pow er

• How to get s tarted… 
• epa.gov/greenpow er/guide-purchas ing-

green-pow er

• R enew able E nergy Pow er “ T oolbox”  
• Project developm ent 
• Policy cons iderations
• Financing approaches
• Project econom ics  and evaluation
• R FP and contracts  guidance
• Consum er claim s guidance
• epa.gov/repow ertoolbox

https://www.epa.gov/greenpower/guide-purchasing-green-power
https://www.epa.gov/repowertoolbox
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Healthy Houses of Worship
• Asthma & Triggers
• Drinking Water, Heat Events
• Buses & Vehicle Idling
• Carbon Monoxide, Radon, Radiation
• Indoor Air Quality/Ventilation
• Chemical Management, Lead, Mercury
• Mold & Moisture Control
• PCBs in Caulk & Fluorescent Light Ballasts
• Pesticides & Pest Management
• Facility Assessment
• Federal Grants, Financial Assistance

epa.gov/education/supporting-healthy-houses-worship

http://www.epa.gov/education/supporting-healthy-houses-worship


A guide to enhance worship facility grounds with green 
stormwater management practices and landscaping to:

• Reduce or eliminate local stormwater fees

• Improve air and water quality

• Provide habitat for wildlife

• Improve aesthetics of the site and offer a peaceful outdoor 
sanctuary 

epa.gov/nps/saving-rain-green-stormwater-solutions-congregations
23

S aving the R ain: G reen S torm w ater 
S olutions  for Congregations  

https://www.epa.gov/nps/saving-rain-green-stormwater-solutions-congregations


Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq
We spend about 90% of our time indoors 

https://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq


AirNow.gov from EPA, State & Local Partners

https://www.airnow.gov/


ENERGY STAR Assistance

• Visit: www.energystar.gov/buildingshelp

• Guidance on ENERGY STAR certification 
www.energystar.gov/buildings/building_recognition/building_certification

• “Portfolio Manager 101” training, other live and recorded webinars, YouTube videos, 
”How-To” PDFs and more resources www.energystar.gov/buildings/training

http://www.energystar.gov/buildingshelp
http://www.energystar.gov/buildings/building_recognition/building_certification
http://www.energystar.gov/buildings/training
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Follow up support

Questions?
Contact us at:

energystar.gov/BuildingsHelp

Jerry Lawson | National Manager 
ENERGY STAR Congregations
lawson.jerry@epa.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for attending!

http://www.energystar.gov/BuildingsHelp
mailto:lawson.jerry@epa.gov
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